
 

 
 

Memo in Support of Legislation to Restore the Right to Vote to  

Individuals in Prison or on Parole 

 

 

Proposed Amendment  

 

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 5-106 of the election law, as amended by chapter 373 of the 

laws of 1978, is repealed. 

 

S 2. Subdivision 3 of section 5-106 of the election law is repealed. 

 

S 3. Subdivision 4 of section 5-106 of the election law is repealed. 

 

S 4. Section 75 of the correction law, as amended by section 18 of subpart A of part C of chapter 

62 of the laws of 2011, is amended to read as follows: 

 

S 75. Notice of voting rights. Upon the [discharge from] ADMISSION TO a correctional facility, 

local jail, city jail, or county correctional facility of any person [whose maximum sentence of 

imprisonment has expired or upon a person's discharge from community supervision,] the 

department shall notify such person of his or her right to vote and provide such person with a 

form of application for voter registration together with written information distributed by the 

board of elections on the importance and the mechanics of voting. 

 

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately, provided, however, that sections four of this act shall 

take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall have become a law. 

 

Reason for Amendment 
 

The Coalition of Reentry Advocates urges the Governor and the Legislature to allow New 

Yorkers to vote without regard to their criminal history. This reform would end New York’s 

felony disenfranchisement law and enable broader voter participation, particularly in 

communities of color disproportionately affected by incarceration.  

 

New York’s felony disenfranchisement law is a relic long overdue for reform. Like other felony 

disenfranchisement laws in the United States, New York’s has a clear disproportionate racial 

impact. Approximately 100,000 New Yorkers are barred from voting because they are 

incarcerated in a New York State prison, temporarily held in a local jail while serving a sentence 

on a felony conviction, or on parole.1 According to the Brennan Center for Justice, nearly 80% of 

                                                 
1 According to the Brennan Center for Justice, 44,000 New Yorkers are barred from voting because they are on state 

or federal parole. As of December 1, 2016, the population in New York State Department of Correction and 

Community Supervision prisons was 51,500. There are 4,120 people incarcerated in federal prisons in New York, 

though the U.S. Bureau of Prisons often incarcerates people outside their home state and it is not known how many 



 

these disenfranchised New Yorkers are Black and/or Latino. This has serious and direct 

consequences on representation and a wide range of policies.  

 

Felony disenfranchisement cannot be divorced from its context. Communities of color have 

historically been excluded from fully engaging in the democratic process. As with property 

requirements, poll taxes, and literacy tests, there is no legitimate public interest in denying voting 

rights to incarcerated people or people on parole. On the contrary, New York State has an 

interest in ensuring that all of its residents are able and encouraged to serve as active and 

engaged members of the community, and it must be noted that the vast majority of people in 

prison will return home.  

 

Law enforcement officials and criminal justice experts across the country and in New York 

recognize that voting rights and rehabilitation are closely related. Offering all people the right to 

vote and encouraging them to exercise this right gives them a voice and a stake in their 

community. Voting promotes positive behavior and ensures that an individual feels invested in 

the well-being of the community, reducing the likelihood of re-offense. The public as a whole 

would benefit from allowing people in prison or on parole to register and vote. Enacting such 

legislation would accomplish two major objectives: correcting a law mired in antiquated racial 

politics and encouraging the full integration of disenfranchised communities into society.  

                                                 
total New Yorkers are in federal prisons. Others convicted of felonies may temporarily be in local jails for a variety 

of reasons. 


